The installation on the ,Irini

railway station* in Athens was
completed by Conergy Greece,
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Although Greece already profited from a lucrative feed-in tariff as early
as 2006, the market has long been underweight. According to Stelios

Psomas, Director of the Hellenic Association of Photovoltaic Companies
(HELAPCO), the number of serious players on the market does currently
not exceed the one hundred mark.

lexander Zachariou, Commercial Director of
ASuLar Cells Hellas Group, is confident. *l have

no doubt that success is underway.” Greece's
largest company in the PV sector is currently ramp-
ing up the production capacities in its new factories
- unimpressed by the difficult economic situation
around the globe and the shift from a supply to a
demand-driven market.

Solar Cells Hellas Group is situated at different
levels of the value-added chain. The company is a
PV manufacturer but also installs and maintains PV
systems and runs its own PV plants. Two production
facilities, Solar Cells Hellas 5.A. and Soltec 5.A,.,
were founded by Solar Cells Hellas Group in Greece,
“It was decided to locate the production facilities in
Patras", says Zachariou. “The investment subsidies
for production facilities are higher in the region
compared to other locations in Greece. The area
also suffers from unemployment, while the Univer-
sity of Patras can provide highly qualified person-

nel. The harbour can prove handy for imports and
exports.

According to Zachariou, Solar Cells Hellas Group
brought an investment of € 100 million into the es
tablishment of five production lines for its Greek
subsidiaries. Two lines were set up in the production
halls of Solar Cells Hellas. “We are producing wafers
and polycrystalline solar cells with a capacity of
30 MW there”, says Zachariou. The second subsidi-
ary, Soltech, received three production lines for wa-
fer, polycrystalline solar cell and module production
with a capacity of 40 MW, 30 MW and 30 MW, re-
spectively. The production equipment was supplied
by GT Solar. The silicon comes from German and U5
suppliers through long term and spot agreements.
Capacities are currently being ramped up. “Our pro-
duction lines will be ready for full operation before
the end of the year.” Installation and maintenance
services for PV systems as well as consultancy in
questions of energy efficiency are provided through
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